IN THE CLAIMS : 

The following is a complete listing of the claims, and replaces all earlier 
listings and all earlier versions. 



(Canceled) 



2. (Previously Amended) The apparatus according to one of claims^or 
7, wherein said comparison means includes computation means for computing degree of 
similarity between the scene-change frame and the image that has been designated by said 
designation means, and 

wherein said scene extraction means exfracts the scene 
corresponding to said image based upon results of computation performed by said 
computation means. 

3. and 4. (Canceled) 

5. (Previously Amended) The apparatus according to one of claims 6 or 
7, wherein said designating means designates a pattern image that corresponds to any of a 
leading, intermediate or final frame of a scene that is the object of a search. 



6. (Currently Amended) An image processing apparatus for processing 
a moving picture having screen-change information, comprising: 
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fram e e xtraction means for extracting frames constituting an entered 

moving picture; 

discrimination means fo r discriminating a scene change 
comparing fr ames ext r acted by said frame extraction means; 

sto r age means fo r sto r ing scene-change information r elating to the 
scene change discriminated by said discrimination means; 

designating means for designating an image that corresponds to a 
scene that is the object of a search , wherein said designating means is capable of 
designating the number of scenes to be extracted ; 

comparison means for comparing a scene-change frame, which is 
obtained by referring to the scene-change information that has b ee n stored in said sto r age 
means, and the image that has been designated by said designation means; 

scene extraction means for extracting a scene from the number of 
scenes designated by designationoneans, that corresponds to the image based upon a result 
of the comparison performed^oy said comparison means; and 

otfxput means for editing scenes that have been extracted by said 
scene extraction me^fis and combining these extracted scenes into a single moving 
picture[[,]] 

wh e r e in said designating means is ca p able of designating a numb e r 



of scenes/ to be extracted . 
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7. (Currently Amended) An image processing apparatus for processing 
a moving picture having screen-change information, comprising: 

frame extraction means for extracting frames constituting an e nte r ed 

moving p icture; 

disc r imina t ion means fo r disc r iminating a scen e chang e by 
comparing fram e s e x t racted by said frame ex tr action m e ans; 

storag e means fo r sto r ing scen e -change information re lating to th e 
sc e n e chang e discriminated by said discrimina t ion m e ans; 

designating means for designating an image that corresponds to a 
scene that is the object of a searc h, wherein said designating means is capable of 
designating time length of a scene to be extracted : 

comparison means/for comparing a scene-change frame, which is 
obtained by referring to the scene-change information that has be e n stor e d in said sto r ag e 
means , and the image that has b^n designated by said designation means; 

scene Extraction means for extracting a scene from the time length of 
scenes designated by designation means, that corresponds to the image based upon a result 
of the comparison p^ormed by said comparison means; and 

output means for editing scenes that have been extracted by said 
scene extractfon means and combining these extracted scenes into a single moving 
picture[J^j] 

whe r ein said designating m e ans is ca p able of d e signating th e time of 
aiccne to be ext r acted . 
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8. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 6, where 
said designating means is capable of designating [[a]] the number of scenes to be 
extracted[[,]] with regard to frames prior to and with regard to frames on and ajfer a frame 
corresponding to the pattern image. 

9. (Currently Amended) The apparatus accoraing to claim 7, wherein 
said designating means is capable of designating the time or a scene to be extracted[[,]] 
with regard to frames prior to and with regard to frames on and after a frame corresponding 
to the pattern image. 

10. (Canceled) 

1 1 . (Previously Amended) The method according to one of claims 1 5 or 
16, wherein said comparison stro includes a computation step, of computing degree of 
similarity between the scen^change frame and the image that has been designated in said 
designation step , and 

wherein said scene extraction step includes extracting the scene 
corresponding to/flie image based upon results of computation performed in said 
computation Mep. 



12. and 13. (Canceled) 
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14. (Previously Amended) The method according to one of claims 15 or 
16, wherein said designating step includes designating a pattern image that corresponds to/ 
any of a leading, intermediate or final frame of a scene that is the object of a search. 



15. (Currently Amended) An image processing method foj/processing a 
moving picture having screen-change information , comprising: 

a fram e e xtraction step, of extracting fram e s constituting an ente r ed 
moving pictu r e; / 

a discrimination step, of discriminating a scene change by comparing 
frames extract e d in said frame extraction step; / 

a storage step, of storing scoie-chang e information r elating to the 
sc e ne change discriminated in said discrimination step; 

a designating stepf Df designating an image that corresponds to a 
scene that is the object of a searc h. Wherein said designating step includes optionally 
designating the number of scenes to be extracted ; 

a comparison step, of comparing a scene-change frame, which is 
obtained by referring toine scene change information that has b ee n sto r ed in said sto r age 
step; and the image that has been designated in said designation step; 

/ a scene extraction step, of extracting a scene from the number of 
scenes designated in said designation step, that corresponds to the image based upon a 
result of the comparison performed in said comparison step; and 
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an output step, of editing scenes that have been extracted in said 
scene extraction step and combining these extracted scenes into a single moving p|cture[[J] 

wher e in said d e signating step includes designating a numbe r of 



sc e nes to b e extracted . 



16. (Currently Amended) An image processing mejiiod for processing a 
moving picture having screen-change information , comprising: 

a fram e ext r action step, of extracting fffincs constituting an e nter e d 

moving picture; 

a discrimination step, of discriminating a scene change by comparing 
frames extracted in said fr ame ext r action ste p ; 

a storage step, of storing scene-chang e information r elating to the 
sc e n e change discriminated in said discrimination step; 

a designating step, of designating an image that corresponds to a 
scene that is the object of a searc h/wherein said designating step includes optionally 
designating time length of a scdne to be extracted ; 

a con^)arison step, of comparing a scene-change frame, which is 
obtained by referring tome scene change information that has be e n sto r ed in said sto r age 
step, and the image tpit has been designated in said designation step; 

a scene extraction step, of extracting a scene from the number of 
scenes designated in said designation step, that corresponds to the image based upon a 
result of thorcomparison performed in said comparison step; and 
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an output step, of editing scenes that have been extracted in saic 
scene extraction step and combining these extracted scenes into a single moving picture [ [J] 

wherein said designating st ep includ e s designating th e y tim e of a 

scene to b e extracted . 

17. (Currently Amended) The method accordirfg to claim 1 5, wherein 
said designating step includes designating [[a]] the number oi scenes to be extracted[[,]] 
with regard to frames prior to and with regard to frame^n and after a frame corresponding 
to the pattern image. 

18. (Currently Amended^The method according to claim 16, wherein 
said designating step includes designating the time of a scene to be extracted[[,]] with 
regard to frames prior to and with regard to frames on and after a frame corresponding to 
the pattern image. 

19. (Canceled) 



20/ (Currently Amended) A computer-readable memory storing 
program code pi image processing for processing a moving picture having screen-change 
information , the memory including: 

program code of a f r ame ext r action step, of e xtracting frames 
const i tuting an e nte r ed moving picture; 
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p r og r am code of a discrimination step, of discriminating a scen e 
change by comparing f r am e s e xtracted in said frame ext r action step; / 

program cod e of a sto r age ste p , of sto r ing scene change information 
r e lating to the scene change discriminated in said discrimination ste p ; / 

program code of a designating step, of designating an image that 
corresponds to a scene that is the object of a search , wherein said designating step includes 
optionally designating the number of scenes to be extracted ; / 

program code of a comparison step^of comparing a scene-change 
frame, which is obtained by referring to the scene-change information that has been sto r ed 
in said sto r age ste p, and the image that has beerfaesignated in said designation step; 

program code of a^cene extraction step, of extracting a scene from 
the number of scenes designated in smd designation step, that corresponds to the image 
based upon result of the comparison performed in said comparison step; and 

program code of an output step, of editing scenes that have been 
extracted in said scene extraction step and combining these extracted scenes into a single 
moving picture[[,]] / 

/ wherein said designating st e p includ e s designating a numbe r of 
scenes to be extracted . 

/ 21. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable memory storing program 
code of image processing for processing a moving picture having screen-change 
information , the memory including: 
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program code of a fr ame ex tr action ste p , o f e xtracting fr ames / 
constituting an entered moving p icture; / 

program cod e of a disc r imination st ep , of discriminatingly scene 
change by comparing frames ext r acted in said frame ext r action ste p ; / 

p r og r am code of a sto r age step, of storing scene change information 
rela t ing to th e sc e n e change disc r iminat e d in said disc r iminatiop'^step ; 

program code of a designating sten/of designating an image that 
corresponds to a scene that is the object of a searcl ywherein said designating step includes 
optionally designating the number of scenes to/6e extracted : 

program code of a comparison step, of comparing a scene-change 
frame, which is obtained by referring^o the scene-change information that has been sto r ed 
in said sto r age step , and the image that has been designated in said designation step; 

program code of a scene extraction step, of extracting a scene from 
the number of scenes designated in said designation step, that corresponds to the image 
based upon result of^tne comparison performed in said comparison step; and 

/ program code of an output step, of editing scenes that have been 
extracted inlaid scene extraction step and combining these extracted scenes into a single 
mo ving picture [ [ 5 ] ] 

/ wherein said d e signating step includ e s d e signating th e tim e of a 

scene to be ex tr acted . 
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